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Naval sifornation 


Veasete: Riga harbor 13 reportedly boing used as a Base for three mine- 
Sa seper of corvette-type vessels abous GO metors in length. A special 
vessel aseout 70 meters Long, with high command bridge at one aide of the 
desk, has been observed in the harbor. From the description, it would 
ap s@ar to be a miniature aircraft carvier. The only armemens ia one anti- 
aireraft cannon located at the bridge. Twenty Milde are nermnnently based 
in the harkor. Movement of naval craft within the bay and harbor ares. 

iy. mid~1948 was ingignificant. During the Navy Dey parade, 1C Soviet eui- 
mulinss arrived %o participate in the evant and departed the sama Cay. 


Bavbor instellation: The harbor of Riga was severely damaged wy the re-. 
txaating Germans in 19M, In October 1948, about 590 German FiWs were 
exgloyed daily in rebuilding. About 40 percent of the quays have been 
ressered to serviceable condition. Three servicesble floating docks are 
loatsated in the narkor. One shipbuilding wharf he just begun sporation: 

at Milgravia and wo others were nearing completion hy October 1948. Twenty 
¢ranes of 5 to iC-ton capacity were in operation in the merchant shipping 


-gecsion of the herbor. 
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Ma itary ov navel versonne).: About 2,000 Sowlet marines are stationed at 

Riza. A sebool for 1lO-yeareold naval cadets which hae been esbablighel 

in the former Latvian War Museum is called the Advival Hakhimory Acadexqy . 

Se iplane nse? 4 seaplane hase has been established at Lake Zia (Kisgecers). 

TS is believed to be principally for patrol purposes, but special training 
fin the form of dropping special buoys into the lake gy tarachutes has soon 

observed. 


Reiwio: A navel radic station has been exected nasr Mangaisela (Maenushelm), 


eset 


(Sse Attachment. Sketch No. 1, for appvoximate locetdon. } 


Goxpstel defeases: ‘the Figa harbor area ia defended princisally by a battery 

of 210 mm artill. ery. mornted on conerete foundations with underground faeilities. 
M% present, the suns are covered with camouflage nets. No other defenses are 
known te be in Liga bay. No security patrols are active in the area and ali 

fi Ring activities and toat aovements within the tay are free of control. 
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Tao asadquerters of the Baltic Military District 1a located in Riga at the 
cor. ay af Erivibas and Rainis boulevards. This district 4a commanded by Geasral. 


c amyan. Another headqiarters building 42 located at the corner of Elizabates 
iele ond Antonijas iola, This building is notable Zor the intensive astivitr 
anil the high dagree of sezurity maintained by all parsennel, including senior 
offi terg. 


A mc viet military academy for officers is alao located in Riga. At the 1948 
May Jay parade, about 500 officers from the acadery, of the rank of majer or 
abova, attended. ; 


@he Lew infantry troops odeerved in Riga were principally marines or security 
Seocpa of the HGH and MVD, 


sovi at Aruy Yield units are located at Ventapils, Valdemarpils, Vaizode, 
Kaldige, Dengarpils, and Tekabpils, A tank concentration point is reported 
ay faldua. 


Aizilelde in the vicinity of Riga (See Attachment, Sletch No. IZ): 


a snlive Airfields Includes an area about 3,000 x 3,000 meters. The field 
la well-cauirped and has concrete runways. Mary planes of the following 
types were observed there: @P-7, PHe3, LA-5, About two alr Qivistons 
we reportedly assignsd here. ‘The commanding officer is a Russian moneral, 


be dabite sirfield: About 6 tom west of Riga. 


O. Zkivoteve airfield: About 6 kn southeast cf Bisa, 
d, the airfields of Ziepniekakalns and Keinoleas are used as ait depots 
and supply bases. 


@, Other sirfields ara kiown to be located: at Deugavpile, Lepaya, Ventspils, 
Tuldige, Tukuns, Yolgava, Smiltene, Krustpile, Yekebpils, end Gulbenc. 


Political and Feononie Tnformation 
MGS snd MVD 


me the Minister of State Security (MGB) of Latvla is a professional Commniat 
aemoed, Hovika. The hoadquarters is located at the corner of Brivibas and 
3Stalu streets. 


%. the Minlater of interior (MVPD) and chief of the NUD forces 4n Latvia ia 
iglitie. The headquactera te located on Reiner street. Hach town of cor 
importance hee an MVD unit of about 160 = 200 soldiers. 


Repo ttationa: Since 1941. there have been no maas aevertetions froa Latvia. 
ero *tations are cow made systematically from the central pison caup at Riga, 
whic. serves asi the collecting point for inmates from all Latvien ePigens. & 
deno station of about 2,000 persons talros plece every other month. The Latviang 
are orincipally sent to the Tomek, Krasnoyarsk, and Komi regions, where they 
becane slave workere in the mines or the forests. A considerablo nuuber of 
daporteecs return illegaliv. , 


indy stry 


a> \11 factorias in Riga have been rebuilt and ave in operation. Maay of the 
facilities have been improved and expanded. An example ie the VEP sleetro- 
vechnieal factory, which emmloya about 5,000 workers, producing radio equine 
nent, telephones, and varione kinds of wax equipment. Bi fort ia belng unde 
$0 produce a small canera to replace the Minox previously oraduced at the 
TEP factory. Eadio compasses aleo ere reportedly being produced in large 
quantities. Thia factory is under army swoervieion. It is managed and 
supervised by a forme: Russian colonel, a moamber of Syersh. 
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‘fo A Chemieal plant located near the Arsenal 4e vory strongly guarded = \ 
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a. ‘che Vaircgs factory eiploys about 3,000 workers, producing clee¢rie 
oconotives and metors, 


& che Argseral factory employs about 4,000 workers and serves as a repair 
thop for tanks and ariillory. 


ad. che Kvadrat and Varon‘is rubber factories have been expanded. considerably. 


S. che motor experimenta’. fectory Latvijas Berza employs only Russian 
sergonunel and is strongly guarded. 


7%: ‘he Riga penicillin factory is very carefully marded. It 4s rumored 


shat the workers are of the opinion that: penicillin 4s not being pro- 
duced there but that, instead, the factory is involved in production to 
ne used in biological warfare. a 
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vy HYD troops wearing ordinary MVD uniforma and biue Capa. The engineer : 


wi manager is a Latvian Jew by the name of Jakobson, also an agent of 
jmersh, No Latviang are employed hore. Germans, who provide the labor, ! 
are forced to live inside the factory compound and have no outside contact 
axcept with officials. Nothing is imown concerning ita production. 


&. The former Praveduik subber factory, recently robuilt by PW laber, is 


fumored to be produciag electrical sunplies. 


2. The producticn capacity of the phosphate factory, which reportedly is 
oroducing fertllisors, hae been quadrupled by the Soviets. 


Buarifvication: In Riga, as 4n the other larga cities in Intvia, there has 
beer a great Euseian infiltratdon. In Riga, Dauvavpils, Lepaya, and Telgava, 
abort 40 percent of tho present population ig Ruagsian, consisting principally 
of rilitary personnel wita families, state officials, and polices officiala. 


Far: Collectivigation: At present, there are about 2,000 collective farue 
ja jatvia. Svery effort is being made toward further collectivization and 
4% la intended that the plan for full collectivizetion be completed in one 
yoas. 


Some indications of the mass deportations which ocmurved in Lithuania were 

fir evident in Latvia ot the beginning of May 1943. The railway cars used 
for this purpose were collected at the Teleava station. In Biga, Yentspiis, 
end Lepaya all taxi and truck drivers were mobilicaé, On 15 Mey, about 8,000 
MGB and MYD troops were roved to the Lithuanian border. She dcporsees were 
movd wia Aveo (Antse), Yelgava, Keuetpila, and Deugerpils toward Moscow and 
Leningrad. For this operation, the Soviets used Latvian railroads as a special 
pre aution againat disturbances by the Lithuanian parti sana. 


Duriag the deportation, sany Lithuanian farmers living near the border ebandoned 
the r farms and escaped to Latvia. Hany were geen in Riga. Most of those 

#ee ing t9 escape in this way vere captured ty local solice units and deported, 
but some are still biding in Riga, The Lithuanian partisana attenpted to help 
the civilian powolation, and héayy fighting tool: place at many points between 
the Soviets and the partisan: anits, 


She principal reason for this deportation was the desire on the part of the 
Soy ets to brealx Lithuanian morale, to demonstrate against partisan ACEIAVIEY » 
and. to destroy the organized resistance against agricaltural collectivization 
which had been exbibited by the farmers and a number of intellsctuals, 


Abt shments: Tyo sketches on one pago 
Sueteh TI: BHadio Station near Mengalsela 
Sieteh IIs Military ard Neval Installations in tho Riga Area; 
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